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Struggles over Nietzsche 

Nietzsche as Protagonist in European and World Culture  

up until the First Postwar Period 

 

From the early years of his retirement and illness until the outbreak of the Second World War, the work 

of Friedrich Nietzsche, as well as his figure and his life, have been the subject of fervent debates that has affected 

all areas of culture, first in Europe and then worldwide. Far beyond the 'Nietzsche phenomenon' or the various 

'Nietzscheanisms', the philosopher's fortune has a scope that goes beyond that of a mere cultural fad. Nietzsche's 

philosophy has in fact constituted for decades an inescapable theoretical point of reference, a laboratory of 

categories and models of thought, on which the most diverse players in the cultural and intellectual life of the time 

have drawn.  

Before academic research after World War II rescued the philosopher Nietzsche from prejudice and 

biased readings by establishing scientific and philological approaches, Nietzsche's philosophy had already 

achieved a level of diffusion and celebrity that made it one of the most important cultural phenomena of the 

century. It is to these first readers, still free from fixed hermeneutical schemes, and to this Nietzsche "ante 

litteram", before the canon, that the attention of our conference is directed. Following Montinari's assumption, we 

will ask ourselves what "Reading Nietzsche" meant in the first decades of the reception of his work. Asking this 

question is crucial: these are indeed the decisive decades that consecrated his myth, but also saw the rise of a real 

"Kampf um Nietzsche", which gave way to multiple idiosyncratic deformations of his thought, against which 

Nietzschean criticism still struggles today.  

Across the spectrum of the philosopher's early reception, we will follow the many routes of dissemination 

of his thought through the voices of his first "readers", those who knew him personally, the intellectuals who first 

discovered or criticized him, the artists who were inspired by him, the popular and political movements that rallied 

around him, and the scholars who made his philosophical principles their own and applied them to their specific 

fields of research. The aim of this survey is to investigate what was original, valid and potentially productive in 

those approaches to Nietzsche's thought that were as diverse as they were rich and free, but also to identify, and 

where possible to falsify, the sources of those prejudices against Nietzsche's philosophy that persist up to the 

present day. 

Contributions may address the different Nietzsche-readings that marked the stages of his European and 

worldwide fortune between the 1890s and the 1930s. Contributions may concern the role of Nietzsche's 

philosophy in the thought and work of philosophers and cultural critics, religious reformers, socialists and 

conservatives, sionists, feminists, utopian dreamers and dystopian prophets, artists, musician, and writers as well 

as psychoanalysts and scholars in anthropology, art history, religion, and literature. 

 

Sections: 

1. Nietzsche through his contemporaries 

2. Nietzsche in literature and the arts 

3. Nietzsche between utopian movements and social critique 

4. Nietzsche and the Human Sciences 

5. Der Kampf um Nietzsche 

 

 

We accept proposals in English and German. Abstract (max. 350 words) and CV by 31/05/2023 to 

info@nietzsche-gesellschaft.de 
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